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The QUAK 


ILLIAM PENN, in his Defence 

againſt the Biſhop of Cork in Irelapd, 

| p. 38, 97, thus ſaith, Where we are vul- 
garly apprehended to differ moſt (from the 

Church of England) we differ leaſt, Imean in Doctrine, 
for except it be the wording ſome of the Articles of Faith 
in School. Terms, there are few of them profeſſed by the 
Church of England, to which we de not heartily aſſent — 
IT ſay then, that where we are ſuppoſed to differ moſt, we 
differ leaſt, and where we are believed to differ leaſt, 
we moſt of all differ, which J explain thus: It is 
generally thought (and not without good Reaſon) that 
we do net hold the general Dottrines of Chriſtianity, 
| but have introduced new and erroneous Ones inlieu there- 
; (nothing more true) whereas, we entirely believe 
the Truths contained in the Creed, commonly call d the 


Apoſtles Creed. 
The Confutation hereof follows, 


- Tf, Thus ſaith their great Man T/aac Pennington ; 
.Obſerve (ſays he) the Diffei 2nce between the Religion 
which God hath taught Us, and the Religions of all 
Men upon Earth beſides, &c. Some Things Rela- 
ting, Sc. p. 7. 
| 2aly, As 1 have (ſays Fa. Fackſmn) declared my Rea- 
ſons for my ſetarating from your Aſſemblies, ſo ſhall I 
witneſs faithfully to the Truth, as it is known by the 
Holy People, call d Quakers, whom I declare and teſtiſie, 
that they are built upon the right Foundation, CHriſt, 
the Light within; whereupon it is evident, that we 

differ in the Noot and Foundation from allthe People 
in the World, For the Papiſts, Prelates, Presbyters, 
Baptiſts and Independants, though they al differ 21 
their Forms and Circumſtantial Opinions, yet do hey 
all agree (in the Faith of Chriſt Crucified) and meet in 
the ſame Faith, Root and Foundation, &c. The 
Strong Man Arm'd, Sc. p. 1, 12. 

3dly, Thus faith Edw Burrough, their great Pro- 
pher, and Son of Thunder, whole Works they have 


rinted in Folio, 1672. and recommended by Fox, 


M bitebead, Coale aud Howgill, viz To all the World 
to whom this may come, hereby they may come to the per- 
fe Knowledge of the Difierences between the Prieſts 
and Profeſſors, and all Sects in the World, and Us cal- 
led Quakers: For we deny their Miniſtry, tbeir Church, 
their Vor ſpip, and whole Religion, and thou mar#t fully 
perceive that we differ from them in Doctrine and 
Painciples, and the One thou mult / uſtiſie, and the 
Other thou muſt condemn; the One being clean contra- 
ry to the Other in Principles. See his Preface to 
Geo. Fox's Gr. Myſt. Sc. | 
40, And Geo, Whitehead, 5 
Dan. Phillips, and their Yearly Meeting, 1 696. una- 
nimouſly agree, That their Principles are now the ſame 
| that they were from the Beginning, and that in every 
reſpeR, as | have ſhewn in my Folio, p. 397. out of 
their Books, but here cannot enlarge. 
51y, But rightly ro underſtand their Principles no 
morral Man can do, and the Reaſon why, I ſhall 
ſhew by and by; bur let me prove it firſt by the Do- 
ctrine of their firſt Founder and Great Apoſtle 6. Fox, 
who in his Book The Papiſts Strength Anſwer d, &c. 
. 2. thus ſaith, viz, Me do believe, that neither the 
Papiſts, nor Proteſtants, nor all the Sons of Adam, 


no, nor the Devil himſelf, can know either Head 


or Foot of our Principles, &c. And to the fame 
Purpoſe ſaith Geo. Biſhop and Mill. Smith, two 
of their Inſpir'd Prophets, as I have ſhew'd in my 
Book A Finiſhing Stroak, &c. ready to be publiſh'd, 
p. xxi *, xxli *. | 3 . 

Having confuted firſt the Quaker feigning them- 
ſelves to hold for Subſtance the ſame ] Doctrine the 
Church of England does, as the Phariſees feign d 


themſelves juſt Men, when they went about to be- 


Principles, namely, 


V Penn, Joſ. Meth, 
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tray our Saviour. Secondly, That notwithſt din 
they differ from all Chriſtians in the World, pur _ 
ſequently, that they are ſetting up a New Religion, 


_ Thirdly, And that their Principles are now the fame 


(whatever their ſham-Prerences are to the contrary) 
and no other than they were from the Beginning, and 
that in every Reſpet, Fourthly, And how impoſſible 
it is for Men or Devils to know Head or Foot of 
their Principles, and that from their own Doctrine. 

I am in the next place to examine briefly their lir- 
tle Book, The Chriſtianity of the Quakers, &c. which 
they preſented to the Parliament, on Saturday the 
26th of Fanuary, 1711. thereby proving, their Chri- 
ftianity a Counterfeit, and giving thereby ſome Rea- 
ſons why we cannot underſtand Head or Foot of their 
| | their contradictious way of Wri- 
ting, this ro Day, and that to Morrow, this to their 
Friends, and that to the Government, who like the 
Jeſuirs, can ſuir their Compaſs to all Occaſions. Am- 
bo- dexter- like; of which pleaſe to obſerve theſe few 
Remarks. I ſhall begin with the Scriptures, ſince 
they, with the Ancient Hereticks, firſt ſtruck at them. 


Remark I. To the Government. The Chriſtiani- 
ty of the Quakers, S p. 14. Ye do believe, and own 
the Holy Scriptures, containing the Books of the Old and 
New Teſtament to be given by Divine Inſpiration, and 
to contain all Matters of Doctrine, neceſ[ary to be be- 
liev d and praftis'd in order to Salvation, 

To their Friends. The Scriptures are Humane, 

and what Men learn from thence is Humane, Sc. 
** Great Myſtery, p. 302. By Geo. Fox. 
Nemar& II. To the Government. Therefore we ear- 
nefily entreat all, to anſwer the Law of God, to keep his 
Holy Commands in Scripture, to make the Holy $ crip- 
Fures your Rule of Faith and Practice, &c. Application 
ro the Queen, &c. p. 14. 

To their Friends. Such as make the Scripture 
their Rule - of Faith and Practice, would always 
keep People in Darkneſs, and make void the Co- 
venant of Life For the Scriptures are not the 
* Rule, neither do they teach ro worſhip or ſerve 
God, Ge, And this we affirm, Thar the Scripture 
- is not the Saints Rule. See Buroough's Works, 
We 56, 62, 484. For we (ſays J. Pennington) ſhould 
have known our Religion as well if there had not 
been a Word of Scripture written, &c, Some 
Things Relat, &c. p. 7. | | 

Remark III. To the Government. We (ſays Ges. 
MWpitehead) are grofly abuſed, for our Intention and 
Principle never was to bring our Books in compariſon” 
with the Scriptures : For. we prefer the Bible before all 
Books extant in the World, &c. The Quakers Plain- 
nels, p. 7, 71. ES, 0 

To their Friends. Our giving forth Papers or 
printed Books, is from the Immediate, Eternal Spi- 
** rirof God; and yon may as well condemn the 
« Scriptures to the Fire, as our Books and Queries; 
* For if ever you own the Prophets, Chriſt, and the _ 
* Apoſtle's Writings, you will own ours, which are 
* given forth by the ſame Spirir and Power: For 
** that which is ſpoken from the Spirir of Truth in 
any, is of greater Authority than the Scriptures, 
“Sc. Truth's Defence, &c. p. 2, 104. Weſt. Pet. &c. 
* P. 30. Truth Defending, p. 7. | 

Remark IV. To the Government. The Scriptures 
ought to be ſeriouſly read, truly underſtood, fincerely be- 
liev'd, rightly apply d, and faithfully practis d, &c. 
Truth Pre valent, Sc. p. 63. : | 

To their Friends. © The Scriptures are Death, 


« Duſt, Serpent's Meat, and Beaſtly Ware; their 


«© Communion is Carnal, a little Bread and Wine, 
* which is the Cup and Table of Devils, and their 
* Goſpel is Duſt, which is Matthew, Mark, Luke | 
and John. All your Preaching, Praying, Saen, 

8 x- 


= 


4 
% ed ing, Sc. arẽ Cain's Sactifice, But / E, 


« who ALONE are SENT of God, do teftifie againſt 


all theſe finful Practices, and againſt their very 
Foundation; for they ſay the Goſpel is their Foun- 
* dation, which are the four Books of Matthew, 
Mari, Luke, and John, which are Duſt and Ser- 
pent's Meat. News coming up, &c. p , 13, 14. 
Remark V. To the Government. I. Scriptures 
are the declared fundamental Law of Heaven. Thanks 
be to God (ſays Will. Penn) the Scriptures v. „ is our 
Creed, &c. England's Preſent Intereſt, &c. pa, 36. 
A Defence, Sc. p. 41. 
To their Friends. Faith in the Hiſtory of 
* Chriſt's outward Manifeſtation (which is the Scri- 
« pture) has been (lays V. Penn) a deadly Poyſon 
& theſe latter Ages have been infected with: For 
« Scripture- Knowledge maketh Men wiſe to oppoſe 
Truth, and harder to be wrought upon than rhe 
c“ very Heathens, and are as ſo many Chains of 
%% Death and Darkneſs upon them, Sc. Quaker a New 
« Nick name, &c. p. 6. A Queſt, to Proff. &c. p. 12. 
Again, How can, or dare any to ſay the Scriptures 
“ are the written Word of God, without the higheſt 
«© Blaſphemy ? Sc. Mene Tekel, &c. p. 22. | 
Remark VI. To the Government. Nie believe a 
Scripture Trinity, that in the Unity of the God-head 
there is Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, &c. As in their 
Book The Chriſtianity, &c, p. 3. W. Penn's Defence, 
49. | | 
f To their Friends. The Scriprure doth not tell 
« People of a Trinity, nor Three Perſons, bur the 
* Common-Prayer Maſs- Book ſpeaks of Three Per- 
* ſons brought in by the Pope, Sc. Gr. Myſt. p. 146. 
« Secondly, As to their Trinity, (ſays V. Penn) that 
* God is One in Subſtance, but Three in Perſons or 
* Subſiſtences, is an impetinent Diſtinction A moſt 
« ablurd Blaſphemy ; fince (ſays he) the Father is 
“ God, the Son is God, and the Spirit is God, then 
* unleſs the Father, Son and Spirit are Three diſtinct 
« Nothings, they muſt be Three diſtinct Subſtances, 
« and conſequently they muſt be Three diſtinct Gods. 
« See W. P's Sandy Found. &c. p. 12, 14. Thirdly, 
, For the Elect are One with the Creator in his Na- 
* ture, enjoying his Glory; thy Word Diſtinct 
« Eſſence, I deny; for the Elect are not diſtinct 
from the Creator, Sc. See Edw, Bur. Works, p. 38. 
Fourthly, ** Is this one of your Orthodox receiv'd 
« Articles of Faith, a Trinity of Perſons in the Di- 
« vine Eſſence? Where learned you this Article, 
& from the Pope? Or from the Maſs-Book 2 Be a- 
at ſham'd of your Ignorance — This blind Doctrine 
came up ſince the Apoſtle's Days, and was accoun- 
* ted Orthodox by the Council of Nice, a Company 
* of Apoſtates, and a great point of Divinity by the 
* Beaſt's Followers, Sc. The Popiſh Inquiſition newly 
7 Erected, &c. p 45. Fifthly, Geo. Whitehead, &c. 
in Anſwer to Mr. Townfend, a Miniſter in Nor- 


I 


. even 


wich, who defended che Dodtrine of the Trinity of 
Three Perſons in the Godhead, thus anſwers him, viz. 
And here thy Reaſons, and the Three Perſons thou dreams 
of, which thou would divide out of One, like a Conj u- 
rer, are all deny d, and thou ſhut up with them in per⸗ 
pefual Darkneſs, foz the Lake and the Pit. See 
their Book Iſmael, &c. p. 10. JE 
By theſe and the like Arts of Hypocriſy, (of which I 
could multiply Hundreds and which are the rrue 
Reaſons why no Man can know Head or Foor of 
their Principles) they have deceived Thouſands, 
the Government, who admitted them in- 
to the Act of Exemption; Read Matth. 24. 24. which 
is now fal d. W n e 
1 hope by this time I have not only prov'd-from 
plain Fact, that the Quaker's Chriſtianity, in thoſe 
Points handled, is a meer Counterfeit, but alſo ſuy⸗ 
ported my laſt Paper, which I preſented to the Honou- 
rable Houſe of Commons, which conſiſted chiefly of 
Arguments, to the Satisfaction of all Orthodox Chri- 
ſtians; and then whether ſuch a People, who thus 
diſſemble with God and Man, deſerve to have ſuch 
ſingular Favours conferr'd upon them, as no Subjects 
in the Nation defire, much leſs petition for; I ſub- 
mir ro my Superiours, and ſhall conclude with ſome 
of the Words of W. Penn, againſt the Papiſts, chang- 
ing the Word Quaker in lien of Papiſt, as in his Sea- 
ſonable Caveat againſt Popery, Sc. becauſe they ſeem 
applicable to both, viz, „ Ro 
* Certainly the Quakers muſt either think we are 
* wholly ignorant of their Principles, or we muſt 
* needs conclude they have forſaken them, | but they 
* aſſure us they have nor] they are grown ſo Com- 
* plaiſanr, that many unacquainted with their Practi- 
ces, are ready to believe them what they ſay them- 
« ſelves ro be, whole Moral is to have two Strings 
© to their Bow, ro be Ambo-dexter, and furniſh'd 
with Meanings, to {uit the Compaſs of all Occaſions. 
gut fince there is this manifeſt FAR between their 
* Sham Confeſſions, and their Ancient Doctrine; 
they muſt relinquiſh the latter, or elſe they play 
* the wretched IAmpoſcozs with their Feople, But if 
© any Chriſtian People will be phras'd our of their 
Religion, they may: But ſuch deſerve ro be Qua- 
< kers indeed, who have ſo mean an Opinion of their 
© own Underſtanding, as to embrace theſe Croſſing 
© Confeſſions, for ſincere Articles of Faith; To con» 
* clude, (ſays V. Penn of the Papiſts, and I of the 
; Quakers) If we would not receive a Thief till he 
has recanted, let rhe Quakers firſt recant of their 
© volumnious Errors, before they ſtand upon the Le- 
vel with thoſe of the Orthodox Religion, ' atleaſt, 
© not raisd above them, for that will make them 
proud and Haughty, and Glory in their Shame. 
January 29. — | 
1715 Fran. Bugg. 
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